
Love can form some of the most fruitful partnerships for 
people. Catherine Nieddu from Canada, met Roberto 
Nieddu, in Rajasthan while the two were sourcing 

furniture for export for their respective businesses. They fell 
in love, with each other, and with Rajasthan and decided to 
settle there. It has been over twenty since then and they still 
live and work in Jodhpur.

They have created a successful business involving interior 
design & architecture – CRN Designs. Their passion lies in 
designing and creating spaces that combine atmosphere 
and aesthetics with practicality & functionality. Additionally, 
they also design & create furniture under the brand name 
‘VJ Home’ and have a clothing & accessories store called ‘Via 
Jodhpur’. The enterprising duo cherish an abiding love for 
India and are strong proponents of the art and culture of the 
region of Rajasthan.

BUSINESS JOURNEY

Cathy: Roberto and I began living in Jodhpur in the early 
1990’s, we met each other in a dusty warehouse searching 
for unique & interesting vintage pieces. We joined forces 
and created our own line of contemporary furniture which 
we exported worldwide under the name of VJ Home, 
in partnership with Lalji Handicrafts. Since we had to 
coordinate many of our client’s travels we opened a travel 
company that specialises in high end tours in and around 
Rajasthan, CRN Travels. Currently we work together in our 
design company on many interesting architectural projects 
in India and around the globe. CRN Designs specializes in 
architectural and interior design on heritage properties, hotel 
and restaurant projects, as well as designing and building 
private homes. Six years ago, we opened a retail shop Via 
Jodhpur in the heart of the blue city selling eclectic clothing, 
colourful shawls and fun jewellery.

CHALLENGES

Cathy: Living in Rajasthan for over 20 years we have had to 
overcome many challenges.  In smaller cities, it is still very 
difficult to find skilled labour and professional office people. 
We imported Mr. Naresh Chauhan and his wife Maya from 
Delhi, and they have been by our side for twenty years. We 
have built up a great team of young and loyal people which 
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has been critical in making our business successful. The concept of time 
has also been extremely challenging - one part of the world never has 
enough - and the other part seems to have too much!

BUSINESS USP

Cathy: The combination of an Italian - Canadian couple living in a 
Rajasthani environment brings for a unique outlook on life. Our love for 
this country, for old architecture and stunning surroundings inspires us 
to create spaces that blend beauty and practicality with modern living. 

JET AIRWAYS GLOBALLINKER ADVANTAGE

Cathy: Jet Airways GlobalLinker plays a big role in creating a platform 
for SMEs to meet and exchange ideas with one another. Allowing 
smaller companies to interact brings on new ideas and a broader way 
of thinking. Jet Airways GlobalLinker is creating an atmosphere where 
people can learn from each other.

BIG BUSINESS DREAM 

Cathy: Our business is our lifestyle, and it can be difficult to separate 
the two. The nature of our work can be very demanding but technology 
makes everything so much easier to stay connected.  For us it is not how 
big we can grow our companies but the time we have to live balanced 
and fulfilled lives.

Catherine & Robert Nieddu are one of the many business owners 
to access the big business advantage on Jet Airways GlobalLinker. 
Because there are no small or medium dreams.
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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

CRN Designs
Jodhpur, India

View and connect with this business on 
jetairways.globallinker.com

We have many years of experience with furniture 
and textile design which has led us into the world 
of architectural and interior design. Our knowledge 
of building furniture and incorporating antique 
architectural pieces into our projects such as 
restaurants, boutique hotels, stores and private 
homes has allowed us to express the importance of 
incorporating India’s rich past in a more contemporary 
setting.

WE OFFER

WE SEEK

BUSINESSES

CRN Designs
Architectural & interior design for
heritage properties

Architectural Design Interior furnishings

Interior & design projects

VJ Home
Create & export contemporary
furniture

CRN Travels
High-end tours in & around
Rajasthan

Via Jodhpur
Retail shop of clothing &
accessories
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